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This Report Card, aligned with the New York State Learning Standards, is designed to 
provide you with specific information about your child’s performance in each grade and in 
each subject.  It also includes behaviors and work habits that contribute to your child’s 
growth and learning.   
 
We are committed to ensuring that students are well prepared for the future. It is our 
professional responsibility to provide parents and students with complete and accurate 
information that reflects your child’s performance, and the indicators on the Report Card 
are designed to reflect achievement.  Achievement is measured by student’s performance 
at a single point in time and how well the student performs against a standard.  
 
This Parent Guide was written to assist you in understanding how your child is scored on 
the Holley Elementary Report Card. Providing a clear and complete communication tool is 
the main goal of our Standards Based Report Card. 
   
 
Changes in Our New Report Card 

The new report card is aligned to New York State Learning Standards and reflects 
updates in our instruction, curriculum and assessments.  You will find: 

1. Category titles and descriptors reflecting skills  
needed to master NYS and District Standards. 
 

2. Grading keys reflecting student progress toward  
NYS and District Standards (1-4 scale). 
 

3. Learner Behaviors reflecting expectations for skills  
necessary to be a successful learner.  
 

Standards-Based Report Cards 

There are four essential components to a standards-based  
system. 

1. The subject standards as outlined by NYS and the  
District that describe what a student should know and  
be able to do at an identified point in time. 
 

2. The standards-based curriculum that a teacher uses  
to ensure that classroom instruction targets these standards. 
 

3. The assessments that a teacher uses to measure learning 
and the extent to which a students has met the standard. 
 

4. The communication tool that allows a teacher to report accurately a student’s 
progress toward meeting standards four times throughout the school year. 

 

NYS and HCSD 
Standards

HCSD 
Curriculum and 

Assessments

Reporting



3 

 

Quick View  

Academic Areas and Student Performance Levels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These 

descriptors (1-4) 

are used to 

report 

achievement in 

the NYS and 

District grade-

level Standards. 

These 

descriptors       

(A, C, I, N) are 

used to report 

student Effort 

and Learner 

Behaviors. 

Current and 

expected 

reading levels 
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using a letter 

level from the 
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Pinnell Reading 

assessment. 
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Quick View  

Learner Behaviors, Attendance and Teacher Comments  

 

 

 

 

 

Learner Behaviors are 

essential skills for 

becoming a successful 

learner. 

 

Student achievement is 

reported four times a year. 

Teacher comments will 

include more specific 

information about 

student progress and 

content covered. 

Attendance area 

provides a 

record of the 

number of days 

present and 

days absent for 

each marking 

period. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Why a Standards-Based Report Card? 

A: Standards-based report cards provide:  

1. In-depth student assessments 
2. Consistent evaluations throughout the year 
3. Consistent evaluations between students 
 

Q: How does this help communication with parents? 

A: Standards-based report cards enable parents to receive accurate information based on cumulative student progress 
throughout the marking period.  They also: 

1. Promote more detailed and meaningful conversations with parents at parent-teacher conferences 
2. Allow for careful and precise monitoring of student achievement 
3. Reflect grade-level standards, skills and expectations so parents gain a complete idea of student progress 

Q: Why are not all standards listed on the report card? 

A: Teams of teachers and administrators reviewed the NYS and District standards for each grade level and each 
subject and chose descriptors which were considered most significant for student learning in each grade level. 

Q: Why are there no letter or percentage grades? 

A: A standards-based report card’s rubric approach (1, 2, 3, 4) provides information about a student’s achievement 
without the need for letter or percentage grades.  Letter and percentage grades: 

1. Follow a teacher’s individual assessment and expectations 
2. Do not show a student’s performance toward state and district standards or expectations 
3. Tell only how a child performed on specific assignments and do not allow for growth and progress and learning 

over time 

Q: Can a student perform at a level 3 and then move to a lower level the next marking period? 

A: The expectations change from one quarter to the next as students build skill toward the end of the year grade level 
expectations.  This means: 

1. A student may meet the grade level benchmark during the first quarter, but as the expectations increase, the 
student may not demonstrate the same level of proficiency the next quarter. 

2. A student might receive a 3 in the first quarter and then receive a 2 in the second quarter. 

Q: Why are some areas on my child’s report card not evaluated this quarter and why does the report cards show 
N/A? 

A: Not every standard is taught every quarter, while some are woven throughout instruction all year long. 

1. Some standards spiral and can be taught each marking period, so they are assessed more frequently. 

2. Some standards are based on a hierarchy, meaning another must be mastered before the skill can progress to 
something more difficult. 

3. Some classes (typically Science and Social Studies) are based on units that alternate by quarter, resulting in an NA 
for one marking period. 

When standards are taught, they are evaluated and will be reported on the report cards.  



6 

 

MATH 
 
 Grade 5 
Listed below are the clusters emphasized in fifth grade: 

 

 
 
 
Below we have listed some of the Grade 5 content indicators that are most complex or wordy, and 
provided explanations and examples that help clarify their meaning.  

 
PLACE VALUE STANDARDS:  
1. Understand the place value system to read, write, compare, and round numbers 
2. Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers and decimals 
 
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students select and use a variety of methods and tools to compute, including objects, mental 
computation, estimation, paper and pencil.  

 They work flexibly with basic number combinations and use visual models, benchmarks, and 
equivalent forms.  

 Students are accurate and efficient (use a reasonable amount of steps).  

 Students are flexible in using strategies such as the distributive property, breaking numbers apart 
(decomposing and recomposing), etc. They use strategies according to the numbers in the problem, 26 
x 4 may lend itself to (25 x 4) + 4 where as another problem might lend itself to making an 

equivalent problem 32 x 4 =64 x 2.  
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 In applying the standard algorithm, students recognize the importance of place value.  

 Students add, subtract, multiply and divide decimals. Their work focuses on concrete models and pictorial 
representations.  

 

Adding Decimals 

 

 

Subtracting Decimals 

 

 

Multiplying Decimals 

 

Dividing Decimals 

 

 

 

 

 Students extend the models and strategies they developed for whole numbers in grades 1-4 to 
decimal values.  

 Before students are asked to give exact answers, they estimate answers based on their understanding 
of operations and the value of the numbers.  

 Students know that when they add decimals they add tenths to tenths and hundredths to hundredths.  
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FRACTIONS STANDARDS:  
1. Adds and subtracts fractions with unlike denominators 
2. Multiples and divides fractions 
 
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students add and subtract fractions using a variety of strategies.  

 Students use various strategies to solve word problems involving the multiplication of fractions. This 
could include fraction by a fraction, fraction by a mixed number or mixed number by a mixed 
number.  

 Students know the number of groups/shares and find how many/much in each group/share.  

 They solve real world problems involving division of unit fractions by whole numbers.  

 Students represent the problems they are solving, have a visual image of the “why” behind the 
algorithm and can explain their reasoning.  
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MEASUREMENT STANDARD: Converts like measurement units and uses the information in real-
world tasks (e.g. convert 5 cm to 0.05 m) 
 
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students understand equivalent units can be used to convert units of weight, length, and capacity. 

 Students understand that in order to convert from a smaller unit to a larger unit they must divide, and 
in order to convert from a larger unit to a smaller unit they must multiply.  

 

 
 
STANDARD: Writes and interprets numerical expressions using brackets and parenthesis 
 
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students use parenthesis and brackets to dictate the order in which the expression is evaluated by 
grouping certain numbers and operators.  

 Students represent the problems they are solving, have a visual image of the “why” behind the 
expression and can explain their reasoning.  
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STANDARD: Understand the concept of volume 
 
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students recognize volume as an attribute of solid figures and understand concepts of volume 
measurement.  

 Students relate volume to the operations of multiplication and addition and solve real world and 
mathematical problems involving volume.  

 Students will be able to find volume by counting unit cubes or by using formulas such as V = (l) w)(h) or V 
= (B)(h).   

 
 

STANDARD: Graph points on a coordinate plane to solve real-world problems 
 
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students will be able to use a pair of perpendicular lines on a plane to name and/or graph a given 
point. 

 Students understand that the first number indicates how far to travel from the origin in the direction of 
one axis, and the second number indicates how far to travel in the direction of the second axis.  
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ELA  
Grade 5 

 Grade 5 Reading Benchmarks  

Quarters Fountas & Pinnell 
Reading Level 

1 T 
2 T/U 

3 U 
4 V 

Writing:   

By the time children enter fifth grade, they will have been introduced to most if not all of the new skills 

expected of fifth-graders. The sequence of fifth grade units consolidates those skills and introduces the 

learning objectives called for in the sixth-grade standards: how to conduct research using primary sources, 

how to write narratives that are reflective and theme-based, and how to write argument essays that use 

counterargument to clarify a position. (http://www.heinemann.com/products)  

Narrative:  

 Overview of Unit: This unit will help students use their knowledge of narrative craft to make their 

stories more thematic. 

 

http://www.heinemann.com/products
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Narrative (cont.):  
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Narrative (cont.):  

 
Here is an example of what a typical fifth grade narrative piece would look like. 
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Informational/Explanatory Writing: 

  

 Overview of Unit: In this unit, students draw inspiration and understanding from mentor texts, 

historical accounts, primary source documents, maps, and timelines to write focused research reports that 

engage and teach readers. 
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Informational/Explanatory (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here is an example of what a typical fifth grade informational piece would look like. 
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Informational/Explanatory (cont.) 
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Opinion Writing: 

 Overview of Unit: In is this unit, fifth-graders learn to build powerful arguments that convincingly 

balance evidence and analysis to persuade readers to action. 
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Opinion (cont.)
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Here is an example of what a typical fifth grade opinion piece would look like. 

 

 


